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OUR SEED SOVEREIGNTY PROGRAMME

Mixed varieties of our indigenous maize seeds and the G-BIACK seed learning centre
The GROW BIOINTENSIVE Agriculture Centre of Kenya has been promoting the culture of seed saving
for the last 15 years, teaching farmers on the importance of growing and preserving the seed as a
sovereign right in a programme known as the seed sovereignty programme. Embracing our seed is a
heritage that every farmer should nurture as we connect with our land and for resilience due to
changing climate.

Since we started this work in 2008, we have managed to collect almost one thousand endangered seed
varieties which we call the lost seeds of Africa and we are in the constant process of multiplying them
and then taking them back to the farmers for further multiplication. We are also carrying out simple
farmer led research to determine the type of seeds that will do well and can best be adopted by the
farmers.

Further, we are in the process of helping farmers to construct community seed banks where they will be
saving their seeds after harvesting. This will enable them to become seed secure because the banks will
act as custodians of the seed so that it will always be available during planting seasons.
G- BIACK has a central seed learning centre at the G-BIACK campus which serves an oasis of all
indigenous seeds that are required by the farmers. Our strategic Objective in this programme is to have
active exchange of diversity of indigenous seeds as part of the movement towards seeds sovereignty in
all the communities G-BIACK works with and eventually in the whole country of Kenya and beyond our
borders.
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